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Rhode Island Housing

Measure Evidence
HOUSING LOCATION: Site and Neighborhood Standards
A1. Mandatory 
restrictions prohibiting 
increases in racial and 
economic (or low-income) 
concentration

In its mission to meet the statewide need for affordable 
housing, Rhode Island Housing believes it to be in the public’s
interest to avoid concentration of affordable housing in any 
one neighborhood, community or corner of the state.  As a 
small state, Rhode Island receives a relatively small statewide
allocation of Housing Credits. Therefore within the goals of 
achieving financially feasible developments, Rhode Island 
Housing will generally seek to fund a greater number of mid-
sized developments (i.e. less than 50 subsidized apartments) 
rather than fewer larger scale developments (p. 20).

Loss of existing subsidized affordable units must be 
accompanied with a plan for one for one replacement of 
affordable rental units (p. 24). 

A2. Scoring that 
discourages racial and 
economic concentration. 

Consideration will be given to projects located in areas with
less than 10% existing subsidized family housing  (p. 28).

A3. Mandatory 
requirements for 
development in high-
opportunity areas

No.

A4a. Scoring that 
encourages development in
high-income areas.

No.

A4b. Scoring that 
encourages development in
high opportunity areas.

The proposed site, including any existing improvements, 
must support the market population in terms of desirability of
location; environmental quality; adequacy of utilities and 
transportation; proximity and connections to jobs, civic, 
social, commercial, recreational, religious and cultural 
services and facilities; and appropriateness of the proposed 
development to the specific site (e.g., conformance with 
neighborhood character and land use patterns; impact on 
surrounding area; extent to which the proposal furthers local 
revitalization efforts or stimulates investment in new or 
existing town or growth centers and surrounding 
neighborhoods; and visual impact) (p. 25).

A5. Scoring or 
requirements that 
preference siting near high-
quality schools.

No.

A6. Scoring that 
discourages development in
distressed neighborhoods.1

All projects submitted to Rhode Island Housing that may 
receive housing tax credits in combination with any form of 
HUD housing assistance will be subject to the subsidy 
layering review guidelines of Section 911 of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1992. These requirements 
are designed to ensure that participants in affordable multi-
family housing developments do not receive excessive 
compensation by combining various HUD housing assistance 

1 Evidence of the inverse: preference for development in distressed neighborhoods (by overemphasizing 
QCT/DDA preference, preference for existing subsidized housing in distressed neighborhoods, preferences 
for low-income matched financing, etc.) should also be noted.
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with assistance from other federal, state, or local agencies (p.
14).

 (-) Consideration will be given to projects located in cities 
or towns which have high rent burdens, foreclosed, vacant 
and abandoned housing stock, and long housing waiting lists 
as indicated by the State’s Consolidated Plan and/or local 
housing authority data (p. 28).

A7. Scoring or 
requirements that 
preference siting near mass
transit.

No.

A8. Focus on and 
operationalization of a 
neighborhood revitalization 
plan.  

Applicants are strongly encouraged to demonstrate how the
proposed housing contributes to an overall plan to revitalize 
the neighborhood. This could include an analysis of available 
supportive services, economic development activities, 
community safety, and recreational services among others. 
Applicants should demonstrate how the housing will enhance 
the neighborhood's revitalization as well as how the housing 
will be supported by available services in the community. 
Priority will be given to projects that implement Rhode Island 
Housing’s KeepSpace Initiative. Priority shall also be given to 
projects that address neighborhood blight caused by 
abandoned and foreclosed properties (p. 28).

Priority will be given to those projects that are responsive 
to housing needs in a particular community including tenant 
populations with special needs and families. Proposals which 
provide appropriate and needed supportive services for 
residents in conjunction with a housing component will be 
given strong consideration (p. 29).

Priority will be given to sites identified in local affordable 
housing plans and/or support development in new or existing 
city and town growth centers and surrounding neighborhoods 
(p.29).

Each application will be evaluated on the extent to which it 
supports the principles of a KeepSpace Community. Rhode 
Island Housing has brought together advocates for jobs, the 
environment, safe homes and the many components that are 
essential to a good, safe, healthy community to create 
KeepSpace: where neighbors meet, people work, children 
play. Instead of working independently of each other to create
small pockets of success in each area, the partners will work 
TOGETHER to create neighborhoods were a healthy 
environment is as valued as safe homes and good jobs. By 
attempting to reuse existing developed land that has been 
underutilized or abandoned, KeepSpace communities will help
preserve a precious Rhode Island commodity: open space (p. 
29-30).

B1. Local participation in 
site selection is limited to 
statutory minimum.2

No.

2 Evidence of the inverse: preferences or requirements for local participation should also be noted.
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HOUSING ACCESS: Affirmative Marketing, Priority Groups
C1. Mandatory 
requirements ensuring 
affirmative marketing.

All homes financed by Rhode Island Housing must be 
available to the general public and must be marketed 
pursuant to an approved affirmative fair marketing plan and 
must be advertised on http://homelocatorri.net. At a 
minimum, such a plan must include an analysis of those 
populations least likely to apply for housing in the area in 
which the development is located and a targeted marketing 
program to reach those populations. Such a program could 
include marketing in print or broadcast media targeted to 
such populations, outreach to organizations that serve those 
populations, and the like. In addition to the affirmative fair 
housing marketing plan, the housing must be distributed in 
accordance with an approved resident selection plan that is 
fair, open and transparent. The resident selection plan must 
specify the process and timetable under which applications 
will be accepted, local preferences for admission, if any, the 
policy for initial selection of residents if the number of 
qualified applicants exceeds the housing available, and the 
waiting list policy (p. 16).

All developments receiving Housing Credits will have to 
complete HUD form 935.2A to detail its affirmative fair 
housing marketing plan (p. 18).

C2. Scoring that 
incentivizes affirmative 
marketing.

No.

C3. Scoring that incentives 
language access and 
marketing to non-English 
speakers.

Federally assisted recipients are required to make 
reasonable efforts to provide language assistance to ensure 
meaningful access for LEP persons to the recipient's programs
and activities. To do this, the recipient should:
(1) Conduct the four-factor analysis, (2) Develop a Language 
Access Plan (LAP) and (3) Provide appropriate language 
assistance.  Plans for assisting LEP persons should be 
included in the Tenant Selection Plan. (p. 17).

D1. Scoring that promotes 
Section 8 voucher access in 
high-opportunity areas.

No.

D2. Requirements for 
monitoring Section 8 
voucher access.

Priority will be given to developments that provide housing 
for individuals on public housing waitlists (p. 24-5). 

F1. Incentives for larger 
family units.

No.

F2. Incentives targeting 
families/families with 
children

No.

G1. Scoring that promotes 
units for lowest-income 
households.

Pursuant to H.R. 3221 Title I – Housing Tax Incentives, 
Rhode Island will prioritize projects that provide housing for 
very low-income persons and families (p. 13).

Priority will be given to those developments which provide 
housing for populations with incomes below 40% of Area 
Median Gross Income (AMGI), adjusted for family size (p. 24). 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
H1. Racial/demographic The 2008 Housing and Economic Recovery Act (HERA) 
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reporting requirements. included a provision directing state HFAs to collect and submit
to HUD demographic and economic information on tenants 
living in LIHTC properties, including LIHTC projects in the 
Extended Use period. Rhode Island Housing requires 
Owners/Agents to utilize the Web Compliance Management 
System (WCMS) which allows property managers to enter 
tenant information directly into a web-based compliance 
reporting system (p. 38).

 
OVERALL ASSESSMENT
TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE: Though preferences are given, no explicit point system is provided.  

 Heavy emphasis on tax credit units supporting the KeepSpace initiative.
 Relatively detailed affirmative marketing provisions.
 Lots of fair housing provisions.
 One of the only QAPs to explicitly mention LEP populations and the role of language.

Notes: 
As listed under Funding Criteria: To counter the disinvestment in neighborhoods, Rhode Island 
Housing’s development goals and resources will prioritize strategies to redevelop 
neighborhoods most heavily affected by the foreclosure crisis. Simultaneously we will endeavor
to continue to provide affordable housing opportunities in communities where few opportunities
currently exist (p. 4).

In awarding development resources, including housing credits, Rhode Island Housing attaches 
special importance to two distinct but critical statewide needs: a) rebuilding and strengthening 
urban neighborhoods with good quality affordable homes; and b) assuring affordable housing 
opportunities in communities that traditionally have had fewer such options (p. 20).

OTHER CATEGORIES
O1. Scoring that promotes 
units for persons with 
disabilities.
O2. Scoring that promotes 
units for special needs 
populations.  

Pursuant to H.R. 3221 Title I – Housing Tax 
Incentives, Rhode Island will prioritize projects that 
provide housing for special needs populations (p. 13).

Priority will be given to developments that provide 
housing for special needs groups (p. 24-5).

O3. Scoring to promote 
home ownership.

No.

O4. Provisions affirmatively 
furthering fair housing laws.

Under federal law, individuals seeking housing may 
not be discriminated against based on their race, 
color, religion, sex, ancestral origin, familial status or 
disability. State fair housing laws further extend 
protections against housing discrimination on the basis
of marital status, sexual orientation, age, gender 
identity or expression and status as a victim of 
domestic abuse, or by reason of association with 
members of any of these protected classes. In order to
ensure a clear understanding of these state and 
federal requirements, the applicant should be able to 
demonstrate at least one member of their staff or the 
staff of the agency that will provide property 
management services is certified as having received 
fair housing training (p. 16).
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All programs and operations of entities that receive 
financial assistance from the federal government, 
including but not limited to state agencies, local 
agencies and for- profit and non-profit entities, must 
comply with the Title VI requirements that protects 
individuals from discrimination on the basis of their 
race, color, or national origin in programs that receive 
federal financial assistance. In certain situations, 
failure to ensure that persons who are LEP can 
effectively participate in, or benefit from, federally 
assisted programs may violate Title VI's prohibition 
against national origin discrimination (p. 17).

As part of annual compliance monitoring, owner 
must show that all units in the project were for use by 
the general public including the requirement that no 
finding of discrimination under the Fair Housing Act 
occurred in the project (p. 37).
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